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I will be very brief.  

Dr. Ray Orbach and I are here tonight representing Secretary Spencer Abraham, the Department of Energy, its National Laboratories, and our private sector and university partners whose accomplishments we are celebrating this evening.

Secretary Abraham, Ray and I feel a little like proud parents, because 36 of this year’s R&D 100 award winning innovations were funded, in whole or in part, by the taxpayers through the Department of Energy.  That brings our total, since 1962, to 669 R&D 100s.

At a time when some question whether or not their tax money is delivering results…  a time when a few even question the relevance of scientific research in their everyday lives… the R&D 100 awards serve to recognize excellence, innovation, and relevance.

I am particularly gratified to see that many of the award winners are young… and to those who aren’t so young… well, you once were.

And it is important that the young engage in science.  Earlier today Secretary Abraham hosted the inaugural “What’s Next” exposition, which was attended by over 600 5th and 6th grade students whose interest in pursuing science, technology and engineering as a career were sparked.

A decade after the American Revolution, Thomas Jefferson wrote about science, youth and liberty.  He wrote, and I quote:

“Science is the work to which the young… should lay their hands.  We have spent the prime of our lives in procuring them the precious blessing of liberty.  Let them spend theirs in showing that liberty is the great parent of science and virtue; and that a nation will be great in both, always in proportion as it is free.”

Jefferson was saying that science and liberty are co-dependent.  The liberty of the mind, the freedom of open and unfettered inquiry, is the necessary condition of scientific progress.

And our liberty and freedom, the foundation of our highest aspirations, depend on scientific and technical progress, whether that scientific and technical progress is employed toward the Department of Energy’s goals of national security, energy diversity, environmental improvement, or simply pursued for its own sake for ultimate applications that might not even be immediately clear to us.  

I think Jefferson would have been mightily impressed at the lines of scientific inquiry that are possible in America, a nation which is in itself a continuing experiment in liberty and freedom.

We live in a society that, in my view, inadequately celebrates innovation and excellence in the laboratory.

So we are most grateful to Tim Studt and his team at R&D Magazine, the judges, and all involved, for working so hard to recognize and celebrate your work, as well as the larger notions of science and what it means to our society.

You are solving our problems.

Youy are enhancing economic opportunity.

You are surmounting obstacles.

You are inspiring confidence.

You are expanding our imagination.

All of these awardees, and you in this room who support them in their endeavors, are a part of something greater than yourselves.  You are the co-authors of progress and innovation, and whether you have realized it or not, the extension of liberty and the improvement of the human condition.

We are proud of you, and Ray and I are humbled to be able to join with you, your family and your peers this evening in recognition of your achievements.

Congratulations, and thank you very much.
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